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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

The Ministry of Health recently announced
that two new national specialty centres will
be set up in NUH — a second national
cancer centre and a new national
cardiovascular centre — to meet Singapore’s
growing need for cancer and heart
treatments. As truly multidisciplinary
enterprises, these two centres will tap on
our expertise and capabilities and provide
expanded opportunities for integrated
education, translational research and
evidence-based clinical care.

SoM hosted the first ever Asia-Pacific
Clinical Trials Congress from 12 to 14
September, attracting over 140 delegates
from Singapore and overseas. We were
honored to have several distinguished
speakers present at the Congress, which
examined in critical detail the rapid growth
of the clinical trials industry in the Asia-
Pacific region. Ethics, legal and IP issues
were amongst the key discussion points,
including a focus on Singapore’s efforts in
promoting and supporting local clinical
trials. | would like to congratulate the
Organizing Committee on the success of
this congress, which | believe is the first of
many to come!

On 3 September, our School held a joint
Influenza Emergency Preparedness
Exercise with the Faculty of Science, to
enhance our staff's coordination and
responsiveness in emergencies. It is vital
that in addition to providing patient care, we
be prepared to carry on our essential
teaching, research and administrative
functions in the event of a health crisis.
Singapore’s close proximity to recent avian
flu outbreaks across the region makes this
exercise even more meaningful. | would like
to commend the organizers for coordinating
the drill and working to address any gaps in
our preparedness as a community.

Yours sincerely

John
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